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BY  LAWS 

OP    THE 

MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

OF    THE 

COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


SECTION  I. 

Meetings  of  the  Society,  and  Order  of  Business. 

Art.  I.  THE  anniversary  meeting  of  the  society  shall 
he  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  January,  at  eleven  o'clock 
A.  M.;  and  the  quarterly  meetings  on  the  second  Tuesday 
in  April,  July  and  October,  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. ;  and 
five  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  transact  the  busi- 
ness of  the  society,  except  on  anniversary  meetings,  when 
nine  members  shall  be  required  to  proceed  to  the  election  of 
officers. 

SECTION  II. 

Officers,  and  their  Duty* 

Art.  I.  The  officers  of  the  society  shall  consist  of  a 
president,  vice-president,  secretary,  treasurer,  librarian,  and 
board  of  censors,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the  an- 
niversary meetings  of  the  society  ;  and  if  no  election  take 
place  on  that  day,  they  shall  hold  their  respective  offices 
until  the  next  anniversary  meeting. 

Art.  II.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  to  preside 
at  all  meetings ;  to  preserve  order,  and  to  regulate  the  bu- 
siness of  the  society — He  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the 
society  when  he  deems  them  necessary,  or  on  application 
made  to  him  by  any  two  of  the  members,  and  cause  notice 
thereof  to  bo  given  by  the  secretary — He  shall  only  have  a 
casting  vote  in  all  transactions  when  the  votes  of  the  mem- 
bers are  equally  divided  :  and  shall  deliver  the  decisions  of 
the  society — He  shall  also  provide  a  book,  in  which  he  shall 
procure  and  preserve  the  signatures  of  the  candidates  to  the 
declaration  following,  viz.  "  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  declare, 
"  that  1  will  honestly,  virtuously,  and  chastely,  conduct  my- 


hytic  and  surgery,   with  the  privi- 

••  /■  \ng  which  profi  '  am  now  to  be  invest" 

■  ;  ami  that  J  will  with  fidelity  <mt/  honor,  do  every  thing 

•'in   my  power  for  the  benefit  oj   tht  sick  committed  to  my 

"  chart;,  \u.  \ii,    Bj   laws  State  .Med.  Soc.) 

Art.  III.  In  the  absence  of  the  president,  hii  duties 
shall  devolve  on  the  vice-president  ;  and  when  both  are  ab- 
•<  nt,  the  Bociet)  shall  elect  a  president  pro  tempore. 

Art.  IV.  h  shall  he  the  dug  of  the  secretary  i<>  attend 
all  meetings,  and  enter  the  proceedings  of  the  society  in  a 
book  to  he  provided  for  the  purpose.     He  shall  give  timely 

notice  of  all  regular,  and  such  special  meetings  of  the  society 
as  the  president  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  call  ;  and  he  shall 
Keep  an  exact  record  of  all  candidates  admitted  to  the  prac- 
tice of  physic  and  surgery  by  this  society  ;  and  shall  also 
procure  diplomas  in  conformity  to  the  State  Med.  Soc.  by 
laws.      (See  Art.  viii,   |!y  laws  of  State  Aled.  Soc.) 

Art.  V.  Jt  shall  he  the  duty  of  the  treasurer  to  take 
charge  of  and  keep  a  correct  account  of  all  monies  belong- 
ing to  the  society,  with  the  receipts  and  expenditures,  there- 
of,   and  to  exhibit  a  statement  of  the    funds    once  in    every 

year,   or  as  often  as  shall  be  required,     lb-  shall  preserve 

lor  the  benefit  of  the  society,  all  donations  and  other  move- 
aide  property  committed   to  his  charge,    and   keep  an  exact 
iter  of  the  same,  together  with  the  names  of  the  respec- 
tive donors.  r 

Art.  \  I.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  censors  to  examine 
all  candidates  to  be  admitted  to  the  practice  of  physic  and 
surgery,  on  the  following  branches  of  medicine,  \h.  phar- 
macy, matena-medica,  chemistry,  anatomy,  surgery,  phy- 
siology, theory  and  practice  of  physic  and  midwifery.  Not 
less  than  three  censors  shall  constitute  a  board  for  the  ex- 
amination of  candidates  ;  and  after  this  examination,  shall 
report  to  the  president,  within  forty-eight  hours,  their  opin- 
ion drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  certificate,  and  signed  by 
each  of  the  members  present  at  the  examination  :  and  said 
certificate  shall  contain  the  opinion  of  the  censors,  that  the 
candidate  or  candidates  have  complied  with  the  remtisitions 
of  the  laws  of  this  state,  as  to  time  of  study  and  legal  quali- 
fications. And  m  case  of  ,  e  absence  of  one  or  more  of  Ae 
board  of  censors,  the  pre  .dent  shall  appoint  a  censor  or 
censors  to  supply  hi,  or  their  place  pro  tempore. 

Art.  VII.     The  seniority  of  the  censors  shall  be  deter- 


i .  \  111.     It  shall  be  the  duty  ol  ur   librarian  to  take 
charge  of  all  books  and  pamphlets  i.  ing  to  this  socie- 

ty, and  he  shall  annually  report  the  state  of  the  library. 

SECTION  III. 

Admission  of  Members. 

Art.  I.  Any  physician  or  surgeon  having1  a  licence  by 
the  laws  of  this  state,  to  practice  his  profession,  shall  on 
application,  at  a  regular  meeting  of  this  society,  be  admitted 
a  member  thereof. 

Art.  II.  The  president,  vice-president  and  censors 
shall  constitute  a  comitia  minora  to  receive  all  applications 
lor  Jiiembership  during  the  recess  of  the  society,  and  they 
shall  report  the  qualifications  of  all  applicants,  with  their 
vouchers  to  the  first  meeting  of  the  society  thereafter. 

Art.  111.  In  case  any  member  of  this  society  shall  fail  to 
attend  the  annual  meetings  of  the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  and 
pay  fifty  cents  to  the  treasurer  for  the  use  of  said  society. 

SECTION  IV. 

Funds  of  the  Socciety. 

ART.  I.  All  monies  collected  from  members  for  their  an- 
nual tax,  shall  go  to  the  funds  of  the  society,  and  shall  be 
appropriated  to  the  establishment  of  a  medical  and  philo- 
sophical library  and  apparatus. 

Art.  II.  The  purchasing  committee  shall  have  power 
to  draw  an  order  on  the  treasurer,  for  monies  in  his  hands, 
to  pay  for  all  books  purchased  or  subscribed  for  by  them 
for  the  library  of  the  society.  The  treasurer  shall  not  pay 
the  monies  in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  society  for  other 
purposes,  except  by  the  special  order  of  the  president. 

SECTION  V. 

Admission  of  Students  to  practice. 

.  ART.  I.  Every  candidate  receiving  a  diploma,  shall  pay 
a.  fee  to  the  treasurer  of  this  society  for  its  use,  not  less  than 
five  dollars  ;  and  the  sum  of  four  dollars  to  each  of  the  cen- 
sors attending  the  examination. 

Art.  II.  Candidates  presenting  themselves  for  exami- 
nation, shall  notify  their  intention  to  the  president  ;  and  the 
censors  shall  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  thereafter  in  their 
examination  ;  and  it  shnll  be  optional  with  any  member  of 
this  society  to  attend  such  examination. 
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SECTION  VI 

-  of  this  Society. 

Art.  1.  It  shall  be  the  duty  <>f  every  member  lo  com- 
municate to  the  society  at  its  anniversary  meetings,  a  his- 
tory of  important  eases  which  ma}  have  occurred  in  his  re- 
spective circuit  dI"  practice  during  the  preceding  year. 

Art.  II.  Even  member  when  he  addresses  (lie  chair, 
dial!  rise,  and  shall  not  he  interrupted  while  speaking,  ex- 
cept he  he  dec  hired  out  of  order,  on  appeal  made  to  the 
president  :  or  to  correct  a  mistake.  The  president  shall 
have  power  lo  call  any  member  to  the  chair,  and  he  may 
take  an  active  part  in  the  debate  upon  either  side  of  the 
question. 

Art.  III.  If;:  member  has  spoken  once  in  any  debate, 
he  >hall  not  speak  to  the  prevention  of  another  who  has  not 
spoken  and  manifests  a  desire  to  speak. 

Art.  IV.  These  bj  laws  shall  not  be  altered  or  amend- 
ed, excepl  at  an  anniversary  meeting. 

.TE  LAW— Titlk  rii, 

lining  general  regulations  concerning  the  Practice  of  Phpdt 
and  Gkirgeiy  in  t/iis  State. 

b  I.  Presidents  of  countj  mi  dii .  i  in  ieties  to  give  notice  to,  and  require  physicians 
and  Migrant  to  apply  lor  certificate!  of  admission 

notified  do  not  apply,  licence  to  be  forfeited. 
•  may  be  preferred  to  society  against  members  for  misconduct,  &c 

4.  If  two  third*  ol  members  think  charge*  well   founded,  president  to  deliver  a 

copy  to  district  attorney. 

5.  District  attorney  to  serve  copy  on  accused,  and  give  notice  of  hearinjr 

6.  He  shall  conduct  prosecution  and  issue  subpoenas  for  both  parties 

7.  County  judges  to  hear  and  determine  charges;  their  judgment 

0  &9.  Qualifications  for  admission  to  an  examination  ;  terrn  of  study   &c 

10.  Certificates. .f  commencing  of  studies  by  students  to  be  filed  with  president  ol 

11 .  If  deduction  from  term  of  study  be  made,  order  of  president  specifying  period 

to  be  annexed  to  certificate.  '        *    °  t,erloa 

1  2    When  regents  to  grant  degrees  of  doctor  of  medicine. 

13.  In  what  counties  students  to  be  examined 

14.  Candidates  for  admission  rejected  by  censors  of  one  county,  not  to  be  exam- 

ined  by  another ;  but  may  appeal.  "  c"m 

15    Persons  rejected  by  state  censors  not  to  be  examined  by  county  censors 

sutc.0     °PiaCt'te  Ph>sic'&cwi,hout  "cence,  ftcLmthLorsome  other 

17.  Persons  coming  from  another  state,  &c.  to  file  copy  of  diploma  with  county 

18.  Diplomas  granted  out  of  this  state  to  students  in  schools  in  this  state    not  in 

19    PerfoTi"    ed'  TV°  ^ferrig;h,  of>actisi"S  Physic,  &c.  in Ss  stele         ' 

19.  Persons  licensed,  to  deposit  copy  of  licence  in  county  clerk's  office       ' 
»fc  Persons  under  21,  not  entitled  to  practice.  ' 

21.  Degrees  of  doctor  of  medicine  conferred  by  colleges  not  to  ho  «  liro„,.«      i 

colleges  may  have  a  faculty  to  teach  medicJnP  ***"*'  WheB 

.-..  Penalty  for  practising:  wifhont  authority 


<>,  1.  The  president  ot'  every  county  medical  society  shall  give 
notice  in  writing,  to  every  physician  and  surgeon,  not  already  ad- 
mitted into  such  society,  within  the  county  in  which  the  society  of 
which  he  is  president  is  situated,  requiring  such  physician  or  sur- 
geon, within  sixty  days  after  the  service  of  such  notice,  to  apply 
tor  and  receive,  a  certificate  of  admission,  as  a  member  of  such  so- 
siety. 

^  2.  The  service  of  every  notice  shall  be  made  personally,  on  the 
physician  or  surgeon  to  whom  it  shall  be  directed  :  and  if  such  phy- 
sician or  surgeon  shall  not,  within  the  time  specified  in  the  notice, 
or  within  such  further  time  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  president,  un- 
der the  regulations  of  the  society,  apply  lor  a  certificate  of  member- 
ship in  such  society,  his  licence  shall  be  deemed  forfeited,  and  he 
shall  be  subject  thereafter,  to  all  the  provisions  and  penalties  of  the 
laws  of  this  state,  in  relation  to  unlicensed  physicians,  until  upon  spe- 
cial application,  he  shall  be  admitted  a  member  of  the  medical  so- 
ciety, in  the  county  in  which  he  shall  reside. 

§  3.  If  there  shall  be  preferred  to  any  county  medical  society, 
specific  charges  against  any  member  thereof,  of  gross  ignorance  or 
misconduct  in  his  profession,  or  immoral  conduct  or  habits,  a  spe- 
cial meeting  of  the  society  to  consider  the  charges  shall  be  called, 
of  which  at  least  ten  days  previous  notice  shall  be  given,  in  one  or 
more  of  the  public  newspapers  printed  in  the  county. 

§  4.  If  two  thirds  of  the  members  present  at  such  meeting  shall 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  charges  preferred  are  well  founded,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  society,  shall,  without  delay,  deliver  a  certified  copy 
of  the  charges  and  of  the  vote  of  the  society  thereon,  to  the  district 
attorney  of  the  county,  and  shall  give  notice  of  such  delivery  to  the 
member  accused,  who  from  that  time  shall  be  suspended  from  the 
practice  of  physic  and  surgery,  until  the  determination  of  such 
charges,  in  the  manner  herein  after  provided. 

<j>  5.  The  district  attorney  to  whom  the  charges  shall  be  deliver- 
ed, shall  serve  a  copy  thereof  without  delay,  on  the  member  accus- 
ed, and  at  the  same  time  shall  give  him  notice,  of  the  time  and 
place  at  which  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  coun- 
ty will  meet,  for  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  determining  the  same  : 
such  notice  shall  be  served  at  least  fourteen  days,  before  the  time 
of  hearing  appointed. 

§  6.  The  district  attorney  shall  conduct  the  prosecution  of  the 
charges,  and  shall  issue  process  to  compel  the  attendance  of  such 
witnesses,  as  the  president  of  the  society  and  the  member  accused, 
shall  severally  require. 

§7.  The  judges  of  the  county  court,  at  the  time  and  place  of 
hearing  appointed,  or  at  such  other  time  and  place  as  they  shall 
fix,  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  charges,  and  shall  ex- 
amine, on  oath,  the  witnesses  produced  :  if  they,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  slmll  be  satisfied,  from  the  evidence,  that  the  charges  are- 
true,  they  shall  make  an  order-,  which  shall  be  valid  in  law,  expel- 
ling the  member  accused  from  the  society,  and  declaring  him  for- 
ever thereafter  incapable  of  practising  physic  and  surgery,  within 


state,  or  suspending  him  from  such  practice,  for  a  limited  p<  - 
noil:  if  they  shall  be  of  opinion,  that  the  charges  are  not  establsh- 
ed,  the  suspi  nsion  of  the  member  accused  shall  cease,  and  he  shall 

eetored  to  all  his  right!  and  privileges,  as  a  practising  physi- 
t  lan  and  Burgeon. 

8.    No  student  shall  he  admitted  to  an  examination  by  any  mc- 

Bociety    until  he  shall  have  completed,  with  some  physician 

or  Burgeon,  duly  authorised  by  law  to  practise  his  profession,  the 

t(  mi  of  medical  study,  prescribed  in  the  following  sections  of  this 

Title. 

'  The  regular  term  of  the  study  of  medical  science  shall  he 
four  years,  hut  a  deduction  from  such  term,  in  no  case  to  exceed 
one  vear,  shall  he  made  in  either  of" the  following  cases: 

1.  If  the  student,  after  the  age  of  sixteen,  shall  have  pursued 
any  of  the  studies  usual  ill  the  colleges  of  thifl  state,  the  period, 
during  which  he  shall  have  pursued  such  studies,  shall  he  deduct- 
ed. 

2.  lithe  student,  after  the  ape  of  sixteen,  shall  have  attended  a 
i  omplete  course  of  all  the  lectures  delivered  in  an  incorporated  me- 
dical college  in  this   state,  or  elsewhere,  one  year  shall  he  deduct- 

§  10.  The  physician  and  surgeon  with  whom  a  student  shall 
commence  his  studies,  shall  file  a  certificate  with  the  president  of 
the  county  medical  society  to  which  he  belongs,  certifying  that 
such  person  has  so  commenced  his  studies;  and  the  term  of  study 
shall  he  considered  as  commencing,  from  the  day  on  which  such 
certificate  is  tiled. 

§  11.  If  the  term  of  study  shall  he  intended  to  be  for  less  than 
four  years,  upon  either  of  the  grounds  mentioned  in  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  this  Title,  the  president  with  whom  the  certificate  shall  be 
tiled,  upon  satisfactory  proof  that  a  deduction  ought  to  be  allowed, 
shall  annex  lo  such  certificate,  an  order  specifying  the  period,  not 
exceeding  one  year,  which,  according  to  the  proof  exhibited  to  him, 
ought  to  be  deducted  from  the  term  of  four  years,  and  directing 
that  the  term  of  study  of  the  student  shall  be  for  the  period  that 
.-hall  remain. 

§  12.  No  person  shall  receive  from  the  regents  of  the  universi- 
ty a  diploma,  conferring  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine,  unless  he 
shall  have  pursued  the  study  of  medical  science  for  at  least  three 
years,  after  the  age  of  sixteen,  with  some  physician  and  surgeon, 
duly  authorised,  by  law,  to  practice  his  profession,  and  shall  also' 
after  the  same  age,  have  attended  two  complete  courses  of  all  the 
lectures  delivered  in  an  incorporated  medical  college,  and  have  at- 
tended the  last  of  such  courses,  in  the  college  by  which  he  shall  be 
recommended  for  his  degree. 

$  13.  No  student  shall  be  admitted  to  an  examination  by  any 
county  medical  society,  except  of  the  county  in  which  he  shall  have 
pursued  his  medical  studies  for  four  months  immediately  preceding 
ins  examination  ;  but  if  the  student,  during  that  period,  shall  have 
attended  the  lectures  in  either  of  the  incorporated  medical  colleges 


of  the  state,  he  may  he  examined  and  licensed,  either  by  the  medi- 
cal society  of  the  county  in  which  such  college  is  situated,  or  by 
that  of  the  county,  in  which  ho  shall  have  resided,  previous  to  such 
attendance. 

I  I.  No  person,  who  shall  have  been  examined  by  the  censors 
of  ray  county  medical  society,  as  a  candidate  for  the  practice  of 
physic  and  surgery,  or  either  of  them,  and  shall  have  been  rejected 
on  such  examination,  shall  be  admitted  to  an  examination  before 
the  censors  of  any  other  county  medical  society  ;  but  such  person 
may  appeal,  from  the  decision  of  the  censors  by  whom  he  shall 
have  been  examined,  to  the  medical  society  of  the  state. 

$  15.  No  person,  who,  either  upon  an  original  examination  or 
upon  an  appeal,  shall  have  been  rejected  by  the  censors  of  the  state 
medical  society,  shall  thereafter  be  admitted  to  an  examination  be- 
fore the  censors  of  any  county  medical  society. 

16.  No  person  shall  practice  physic  or  surgery,  unless  he  shall 
have  received  a  licence  or  diploma  for  that  purpose,  from  one  of 
(he  incorporated  medical  societies  in  this  state,  or  the  degree  of  doc- 
tor of  medicine  from  the  regents  of  the  university  ;  or  shall  have 
been  duly  authorised  to  practice  by  the  laws  of  some  other  state  or 
country,  and  have  a  diploma  from  some  incorporated  college  of  me- 
dicine, or  legally  incorporated  medical  society,  in  such  state  or 
country. 

§  17.  No  person  coming  from  another  state  or  country,  shall 
practice  p  lysic  or  surgery  in  this  state,  until  he  shall  have  filed  a 
copy  of  his  diploma,  with  the  clerk  of  the  county  where  he  resides, 
and  until  he  shall  have  exhibited  to  the  medical  society  of  that  coun- 
ty, satisfactory  evidence  that  he  has  regularly  studied  physic  and 
Burgery,  according  to  the  requisitions  of  the  ninth  section  of  this 
Title. 

§  18.  No  diploma,  granted  hy  any  authority  out  of  this  state,  to 
an  individual  who  shall  have  pursued  his  studies  in  any  medical 
school  within  this  state,  not  incorporated  and  organized  under  its 
laws,  shall  confer  on  such  individual  the  right  of  practising  physic 
and  surgery  within  this  state. 

^  11).  Every  person  licensed  to  practice  physic  or  surgery,  or 
both,  shall  deposit  a  copy  of  such  licence  with  the  clerk  of  the  coun- 
ty where  he  resides,  who  shall  tile  the  same  in  his  office  ;  and  until 
such  licence  is  so  deposited,  such  person  shall  be  liable  to  all  the 
penalties  provided  by  law,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he  had  no  li- 
cence. 

10.  No  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  shall  be  en- 
titled to  practice  physic  or  surgery  in  this  state. 

^  21  'the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine  conferred  by  any  college 
in  this  state,  shall  not  be  a  licence  to  practice  physic  or  surgery  ; 
nor  shall  ray  college  hive,  or  institute,  a  medical  faculty,  to  teach 
the  science  of  medicine,  in  any  other  place  than  where  the  charter 
locates  the  coll 

!.  Every  person,  not  authorised  by  law,  who.  for  any  fee  or 
reward,  shall  practice  physic  or  surgery  within  this  state,  shall  be 


ll» 


ibk  of  recovering,  l>v  suit,  any  debt  arising  from  such  [>ra< 

med  guilt)  of  a  misdemeanour,  punish  I 
or  imprisonment,  or  both,   in  the  discretion  of  the  court  by 
which  lie  shall  Lie  <  onvicted.    Passed  •></  Session,  I  - 
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